[image: ]Minutes of the Great Burstead and South Green Village Council, held at
South Green Memorial Hall, Southend Road, Billericay
on Wednesday 1st April 2026 at 7:00pm










Present: -
Councillor M Dear – Chair
Councillor G Carey
Councillor S Crowe
Councillor R Jackson
Councillor D Sarbutt
Councillor L Thomas
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Cllrs Boyce and Cowles.  Village Clerk, Mrs Linwood

26/50  Declarations of Interest
No declarations were made.

26/51 Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on 4th March, 2026, were received, and duly signed by the Chair of the meeting as a true record of the meeting.

26/52 Public participation session with respect to items on the agenda and other matters, which are of mutual interest.  No decisions to be made.
There were no members of the public present.

26/53 Finance
The following payments were unanimously approved:

	Month
	Cheque No
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	April
	Bank charge
	Santander
	Business account bank charge
	£9.99

	April
	Standing Order
	Mrs M Linwood
	Clerk salary March 2026
	£830.53

	April
	Standing Order
	Mrs M Linwood
	Clerk reimbursement for EE data connection for CCTV. (March - April 2026)
	£18.48

	April
	
	South Green Memorial Hall
	Hall hire – March meeting
	£59.13

	
	
	
	Total:
	£918.13



a) It was confirmed that Cllrs Dear and Crowe instructed Santander to transfer £20,000 from the current account to the savings account which was duly carried out.

26/54  Planning Applications
Members reviewed the following applications:
	Planning App. Ref
	Address
	Planning Request
	

	26/00202/FULL
	205 Noak Hill Road 
Great Burstead
	Demolition of existing garage & store and erection of a part single-storey, part two-storey side extension & two-storey rear extension
	No Objection

	26/00190/FULL
	70 Church Street Billericay
	Single storey rear extension
	No Objection

	26/00167/FULL
	253 Noak Hill Road 
Great Burstead
	Single storey outbuilding
	No Objection

	26/00046/FULL
	181A Noak Hill Road 
Great Burstead 
	Proposed residential development of two detached bungalows
	Objections:
On Green Belt
In a flood zone.
Sewerage, water and drainage concerns.


26/55 Best Kept Garden Competition
Members resolved:
 - The most suitable time of year - end of June 2027 – date to be confirmed
 - How to advertise the competition. – Village Voice, posters, notice board, Facebook and word of mouth
 - Judges – Cllrs Crowe, Sarbutt, Thomas and Mrs K Jackson
 - 5 Categories – Front Garden, back garden, pots & hanging baskets, vegetable patch, young gardener
 - Prizes – Certificates for adults, book tokens for children, a winner and runners up per category, plus an overall certificate for best garden first, second and third certificates.

26/56 Improvement to Play Equipment and the Youth Shelter
Cllr Jackson presented his research regarding Langham and Passingham parks.  Discussion ensured regarding potential new equipment. Cllr Jackson has requested quotes from suppliers.
It was resolved: to consider quotes and equipment at the next meeting.
After review of the youth shelter Cllr Jackson advised it needed painting and the roof cleaned, the Village Council to fund.
It was resolved: the Village Clerk contact Basildon Borough Council to approve and confirm funding.

26/57 Grange Road Shopping Parade
Members expressed their ongoing dissatisfaction with the condition of the pavements and kerbs.  
It was resolved: after the May elections to invite a Borough Councillor to a Village Council meeting to request their assistance with upgrading the area.

26/58 New Bench – Hickstars Lane / Grange Road
a) To receive an update if available on the application sent to Essex Highways to install a new bench. It was 	noted Essex Highways had not responded.
b) To receive any information on the enquiry to the British Heart Foundation Red Bench Scheme.
	It was noted BHF had closed this initiative for the time being.

26/59 Litter Bins
It was noted Basildon Borough Council are still in the process of their review.
It was resolved: To consider at the May meeting a new compactor bin near South Grill, the fish and chip shop and the new takeaway.

26/60 Training
Cllrs Carey and Jackson have training later in the year – the Village Clerk to confirm bookings.

26/61 Social Media
It was resolved the Best Kept Garden Competition, proposal for new play equipment, proposal for bench at Grange Parade bus stop, and the Village Council disappointment at the announcement of Essex being divided into 5 unitary authorities be on social media.
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6th May 2026  

26/63  Close of Meeting: 8.15pm

____________________________________________________

Minutes agreed and approved:


	Signed: ......................................................
	Date: .....................................................
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